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Promotional and revitalizing improvements 
A city with this potential must be proud of the walls on which its history is written and that end up 
defining its urban development. The historical evolution of the city is largely the history of the 
interventions of its walls, in a continuous process of construction, improvement, transformation, and also 
of destruction (Barcina, 2009). It is therefore essential to promote this information in such a way as to 
make it an element of the cultural and tourist attraction of the city. 

In this sense, one of the last projects undertaken is the restoration and renovation of the Fort of 
San Bartolomé, the last element of the fortification built and which stands as entity by itself, as the 
Interpretation Centre for the Pamplona Fortifications. 

Apart from becoming known in itself, the incorporation of various audiovisual exhibition resources 
in its vaulted interior spaces will form the basis for the explanation of the birth, evolution and maintenance 
of the city’s fortifications through the centuries in a way that is educational, participative and tailored to 
different audiences. Additionally, the aim is to bring the visitor closer not only to the fortifications as a 
work of military architectural with its corresponding constructive explanation, but also to give an overview 
of the society of the time, the human environment, the way of life, traditions and culture for the people 
who lived there, as well as to relate them to other Spanish, European or American fortifications of the 
time. 

 

 

Figure 19. San Bartolomé Fort – Interpretation Centre for the Pamplona Fortifications. 

 

Figure 20. San Bartolomé Fort – Interpretation Centre for the Pamplona Fortifications. 

 

Figure 21. San Bartolomé Fort – Interpretation Centre for the Pamplona Fortifications. 

 

Other actions that have been worked on in order to support the promotion of and research into the 
fortifications are: the installation of signage along the route around the walls as well as at its unique 
elements; the creation of a website dedicated to the fortifications of Pamplona 
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www.murallasdepamplona.com; the organisation of scientific lectures and conferences; the arrangement 
of guided tours of the restoration sites to see the traditional building techniques; the dissemination of 
information about the monument in groups (schools, families, researchers,…); and promotional tourism 
campaigns. 

 

 

Figure 22. Santa Isabel Ravelin and Socorro Gate. 

Conclusions 
The urban walls form part of the everyday life of cities, making them difficult to understand without taking 
into account their walled enclosures. Today the patrimonial, environmental, touristic and cultural value of 
these fortified systems is indisputable. 

As part of the policies for revitalising cities and historic centres it is essential to act decisively to 
equip them with the appropriate functional conditions, whilst at the same time preserving the cultural 
values that characterise them. It is possible to simultaneously retain the cultural heritage of cities whilst 
carrying out improvements to infrastructure and public spaces that prevent a loss of vitality. 

Following the example of measures taken in the fortifications of Pamplona it has been shown that it 
is possible to make the walls, which in their day were designed as a barrier, become a link between 
neighbourhoods in a city capable of adapting itself to the new times and incorporating new public 
premises. Since the end of 2011, the almost five kilometres which Pamplona’s city walls cover formed an 
accessible route. 

There has been much discussion and planning about how to act on walled areas, but there are few 
cities in which this has passed from ideas to reality. Pamplona is one of these; it is a point of reference as 
much as in the preservation of its patrimony as in the integration of new uses for its walls, achieving a 
perfect balance between preservation and functionality. It has prevailed over a strategic approach oriented 
towards action, as opposed to in other cities where there is still debate over how to approach their 
monumental patrimony whilst their monuments continue to deteriorate. 

The new uses are an opportunity for the renovation and enrichment of the historic urban 
landscape. Without the integration of new public premises and infrastructures, it is probable that the 
archaeological research into and renovation of some monuments would not have been possible. While 
other priorities exist in cities, solely restorative measures which were not accompanied by actions of 
greater magnitude could have at times been questioned. 

Today is the day that, far from being a nuisance for the citizens, the walls of Pamplona have been 
able to incorporate modern public premises whilst becoming a space of recreation for its inhabitants.  

Recently, this project was laureated in the 2012 edition of the European Union Prize for Cultural 
Heritage | Europa Nostra Awards and was also the winner ot the special prize “Public Choice Award”, 
chosen in an online poll from among the 28 overall laureates for 2012. The jury commented: “the restored 
fortifications are no longer a defensive wall, but a meeting place and a symbol of unity for the citizens and 
for the town”. 

Pamplona is currently working with the French town of Bayonne in "FORTIUS. Project for the 
improvement of tourist and cultural values of the fortified heritage in Pamplona and Bayonne”. This 
project aims to increase the attraction of the western Pyrenees valuing the fortified heritage of Pamplona 
and Bayonne. These cities will increase and diversify its tourist attractions, creating a quality product 
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around assets. To do this, with its eyes set on 2014, various actions will be organized together as a 
landscape management plan, restoration of key elements of both city walls, working together on the 
dissemination of its value and significance, the deepening in the tourist potential of it and creating joint 
tourism product offerings around the interpretation, art, gastronomy and leisure. The project will promote 
business innovation linked to the fortified heritage enhancement and its sustainable management. This 
project is funding by the European Union by the European Regional Development Fund [ERDF] within the 
Operational Programme for Territorial Cooperation Spain-France-Andorra [POCTEFA] managed through 
the Comunidad de Trabajo de los Pirineos - Working Community of the Pyrenees [CTP]. 
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